It Takes A Village to Save a Kitten: The Story of Irish 
What a story Irish would tell if only he could speak.  It is a tale of how a dedicated group of people came together to help one small kitten.

Irish’s first bit of fortune came on the heals of his greatest misfortune.  He was found alone, on the side of Route 56 outside of Lovingston, Virginia, by a Good Samaritan who brought him to Almost Home.  It was well after closing time, but Sigrid Mirabella processed him in anyway and prepared a cage with soft bedding, food, water, and a large teddy bear for comfort. She named the little mite “Irish” because he seemed to want to fight so hard to live.
The next morning, Bonnie Stevens arrived for the morning shift. As she made her rounds of the different rooms, she noticed that Irish was scrunched up in his cage.  Because he looked so tiny, she thought that he might benefit from being fed with a bottle.  Bonnie gathered Irish in a small fleecy blanket and took him with her into the office. To her delight, Irish attacked the nipple with gusto and ate until his tummy was tight and round.  Finally, he let go of the nipple, gave a milky burp, and began to close his eyes.  Bonnie flipped him over on his back to stimulate him to “go potty” and that was when she saw the horrible wound. Irish had a gash that began at the base of his tail and disappeared into his body. It was crawling with maggots.  Using one hand to dial the vet and the other hand to grab the van keys, Irish was whisked away to see Dr. Ligon at the Lovingston Veterinary Hospital.

At the Vet Hospital, Irish’s wound was cleaned, and he received antibiotics.  Dr. Ligon noted that the wound was consistent with others that she had seen that were caused by being hit by the blade of haying machinery.  Because Irish needed intensive care, he was released into the experienced hands of Georgie Shufran, one of Almost Home’s caring and dedicated foster volunteers.  Georgie spent hours cradling little Irish as he recovered from his injury and bottle fed him carefully as he regained his strength.  Irish healed well and began to play with Georgie’s four other bottle babies.
Finally, Irish and his four playmates were transferred to the foster home of Shirley Allen so that Georgie could make room for more infant kittens.  Shirley continued to watch over little Irish to make sure that he stayed healthy and strong. Only the faintest scar remained to testify to Irish’s near death experience.
                                    *             *             *             *             *

On Tuesday July 15th, at 6:00 am, the Almost Home van will be loaded with four cages of puppies and 28 kittens, including young Irish, for the next phase of his amazing journey.  Peyton Coyner will drive from Lovingston, Virginia to Salem, Massachusetts to deliver the Nelson County animals to the Northeast Animal Shelter. 
Irish will then be in the care of yet another group of dedicated individuals.

Good Samaritan.., Sigrid.., Bonnie.., Dr. Ligon.., Georgie.., Shirley.., Peyton.., NEAS….

It takes a village to save one small kitten.

Irish’s long journey through many loving hands will culminate in his adoption by his forever family. We have all loved Irish dearly, and we know that his new family will too. 
